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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of minor grammatical errors, i.e., 
replace the word "the" before the words "connecting piece" with ~a~ in lines 1 and 2; delete the 
words "for instance" in line 4; and, replace the words "may be" with —is— in lines 4 and 6. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained iliDUgh the eniion is iioi ideiuieally diselosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the ditt'crenees between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mazzacano et 
al European Patent Office No. EP 0 870 970 A2 in view of Hafeli et al U.S. Patent No. 
5,090,854. 

With regard to claim 1, Mazzacano et al disclose a connecting piece, intended for 
connecting at least two elements, a first element is connected to a first end of the connecting 
piece and a second element is connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the connecting 
piece comprising: 

a body mainly of plastic (102); 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,225 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3679 

a metal insert (107) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the metal insert 
provided with a thread (108), the metal insert configured such that at least one of the first and 
second elements can be connected to the connecting piece by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (106) disposed around the outer surface of the connecting 
piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate relative to at least one of 
the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second elements to rotate relative to 
the connecting piece while making a threaded connection. 

However, Mazzacano et al do not disclose that the gripping element comprises at least 
two straight portions arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting 
piece are parallel, the straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; and a portion which 
is arranged smooth between adjacent straight portions; whereby the gripping element is formed 
such that a tool surrounding the gripping element slips before the thread and/or the basic 
structure of the connecting piece gets damaged. 

Hafeli et al teach that the gripping element can comprise at least two straight portions 
arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the 
straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; and a portion that is arranged smooth 
between adjacent straight portions such that the gripping element can be turned by human fingers 
and to eliminate sharp edges on the gripping element (column 2, lines 52-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have formed the gripping element to comprise at least two straight portions 
arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the 
straight portions forming gripping siufaces for a tool; and a portion that is arranged smooth 
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between adjacent straight portions such that the gripping element can be turned by human fingers 
and to eliminate sharp edges on the gripping element as taught by Hafeli et al. 

With regard to claim 2, Mazzacano et al in view of Hafeli et al disclose the gripping 
element comprising six straight portions (see Figure 2 of Hafeli et al). 

With regard to claim 3, Mazzacano et al in view of Hafeli et al the gripping element 
being formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the connecting piece (see 
Figure 2 of Mazzacano et al). 

With regard to claim 4, Mazzacano et al in view of Hafeli et al the outer surface of the 
metal insert (107 of Mazzacano et al) being provided with ribs (110 of Mazzacano et al) 
extending outward from the metal insert, the ribs of the metal insert aligned with the ribs of the 
gripping element. 

With regard to claim 5, Mazzacano et al in view of Hafeli et al the portion which is 
arranged smooth being a rounded portion (see Figure 2 of Hafeli et al). 

4. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rafeld 
German Patent No. G 89 08 805.0 in view of Hafeli et al U.S. Patent No. 5,090,854. 
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With regard to claim 6, Rafeld discloses a connecting piece, intended for connecting at 
least two elements, a first element connected to a first end of the connecting piece and a second 
element is connected to a second end of the connecting piece, the connecting piece comprising: 

a body (1); 

a thread (11) positioned at at least one end of the connecting piece, the thread configured 
such that at least one of the first and second elements can be connected to the connecting piece 
by a threaded connection; and 

at least one gripping element (6) disposed around the outer surface of the connecting 
piece manipulatable for allowing either the connecting piece to rotate relative to at least one of 
the first and second elements or at least one of the first and second elements to rotate relative to 
the connecting piece while making a threaded connection, 

Rafeld does not expressly disclose that the body is mainly of thermoplast 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have formed the body mainly of thermoplast because it has been held to be within 
the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for 
the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin . 125 USPQ 416. 

Rafeld also does not disclose that the gripping element comprises at least two straight 
portions arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are 
parallel, the straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; and a portion which is 
arranged smooth between adjacent straight portions; whereby the gripping element is formed 
such that a tool surrounding the gripping element slips before the thread of the connecting piece 
gets damaged. 
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Hafeli et al teach that the gripping element can comprise at least two straight portions 
arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the 
straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; and a portion that is arranged smooth 
between adjacent straight portions such that the gripping element can be turned by human fingers 
and to eliminate sharp edges on the gripping element (column 2, lines 52-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have formed the gripping element to comprise at least two straight portions 
arranged such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the 
straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool; and a portion that is arranged smooth 
between adjacent straight portions such that the gripping element can be turned by human fingers 
and to eliminate sharp edges on the gripping element as taught by Hafeli et al. 

With regard to claim 7, Rafeld in view of Hafeli et al disclose the gripping element 
comprising six straight portions (see Figure 2 of Hafeli et al). 

With regard to claim 8, Rafeld in view of Hafeli et al disclose the gripping element being 
formed of two or more ribs disposed circumferentially around the connecting piece (see Figure 2 
of Rafeld). 

With regard to claim 9, Rafeld in view of Hafeli et al disclose the portion which is 
arranged smooth being a rounded portion (see Figure 2 of Hafeli et al). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Comett, Slezak, Bredtschneider et al, Stelzer, and Shemtov are being cited to show other 
examples of gripping elements in the mechanical art. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fannie Kee whose telephone number is (571) 272-1820. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 

/F. K./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3679 
November 23, 2008 



